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ABSTRACT 



A study examined the type and extent of consumer education 
that occurred since the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) amended the 
1972 federal safety standards (effective January 1997) to permit marketing of 
snug- fitting, nonflame-resistant cotton garments as sleepwear. Three 
voluntary point-of-sale (POS) practices recognized as important for informing 
consumers about the new standard were investigated: removable information 
labels, signs or educational brochures on children’s sleepwear safety 
standards, and display of children’s sleepwear separately from other types of 
children’s apparel. Findings were based on shopping visits to 70 retail 
stores in 14 metropolitan areas nationwide. Informational hangtags were used 
in about 73 percent of various brand selections of snug- fitting garments. 
However, the full range of suggested POS practices had not been widely used. 
Fewer than 16 percent of the stores visited displayed either consumer 
education brochures or signs about sleepwear safety requirements; about 63 
percent of the stores displayed other clothing on racks with sleepwear- -a 
practice that has been shown to cause consumer confusion. Manufacturers and 
retailers reported a primary reason they had not been more aggressive in 
offering consumer information was the uncertain future of the standards. 
Because standards could be revised or revoked, expenditure of additional 
resources on education efforts did not make good business sense. (The scope 
and methodology are appended.) (YLB) 
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Reports of children having been severely burned when their pajamas or 
nightgowns caught fire led to the 1972 federal safety standards that 
required all children’s sleepwear to be flame resistant. In 1996, the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (cpsc) amended the standards to 
permit the marketing of non-flame-resistant cotton garments as sleepwear 
if such garments met prescribed requirements that they be snug fitting. 
Snug-fitting sleepwear is considered safe by cpsc because it reduces the 
possibility of coming in contact with an ignition source and, if it does, 
allows little air to be trapped between the skin and the clothing to fuel 
combustion. 1 While cpsc’s decision was praised by some industry and 
consumer advocates as a way to safely expand consumer choice for 
children’s sleepwear, some fire protection groups and other health and 
safety advocates expressed concern that if consumers replaced the 
traditional flame-resistant sleepwear with the snug-fitting cotton 
sleepwear, the number of children iryured could increase. 

Because correct size selection is important to the effective use of 
snug-fitting sleepwear — and many parents may not be aware of sleepwear 



'Sleepwear is considered snug-fitting under this standard if it follows prescribed measurements to 
ensure that the garment touches a child’s body at seven crucial points: the chest, waist, seat, thigh, 
ankle, wrist, and upper arm. In addition to allowing the sale of snug-fitting non-flame-resistant 
sleepwear, the standards exempt all infant sleepwear sizes 9 months or under from flame-resistant 
requirements. 
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